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Interstate 95 through Baltimore or Interstate 10 through Los Angeles, you will see 
the same pattern of structures as you travel through the city. As you approach each of 
the cities, if you look closely you will see suburban wealth in the homes and buildings 
(often hidden by trees off the highway). As you get closer to the cities, you will see the 
homes and buildings deteriorate in terms of value. From the raised highway system 
near Baltimore and Los Angeles, it is readily apparent when you enter Zone II, due to 
the prevalence of factories and the highly deteriorated nature of these areas. Many of 
the factories developed through the 20th century have been abandoned or are limited 
in use, so many of these factory zones feature rusted-out or demolished buildings. 
This is also often the location of subsidized or public housing. In other words, this 
is where the people who can’t afford to live anywhere else live. Finally, as you enter 
the inner-city area of skyscrapers, the conditions improve drastically, because this 
is where the major businesses have invested their money; it appears to be a relative 
utopia compared with Zone II.

This theory does not apply just to U.S. cities, and we challenge readers to find any major 
city throughout the world that did not develop this way. In modern times, some com-
munities have tried to plan their development, and other communities have experienced 
the convergence of several patterns of concentric circles due to central business districts 
(i.e., Zone I) starting in what were previously suburban areas (i.e., Zone V). However, 
for the most part, the theoretical framework of concentric circles still has a great deal of 
support. In fact, even cities found in Eastern cultures have evolved this way. Therefore, 
Park’s application appears to be correct: Cities grow in a natural way across time and 
place and abide by the natural principles of ecology.

Shaw and McKay’s Theory 
of Social Disorganization

Clifford Shaw and Henry McKay drew heavily on their colleagues at the University of 
Chicago in devising their theory of social disorganization, which became known as the 
Chicago School theory of criminology.8 Shaw had been producing excellent case studies 
on the individual (i.e., micro) level for years before he took on theorizing on the macro 
(i.e., structural) level of crime rates.9 However, once he began working with McKay, 
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